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1914-2014

A WESFARMERS AND WARINCARRI
CREATIVE PARTNERSHIP CELEBRATING
100 YEARS OF WESFARMERS
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In 2013 Wesfarmers

Arts and Waringarri Art
Centre brought together
15 Aboriginal Kimberley
artists to create an original
limited-edition gift to
mark the Centenary

of Wesfarmers in 2014.
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In choosing a centenary gift,
Wesfarmers' commitment was to

invest in our creative communities.

The project is inspired by the
iconic boab tree and an artform
unigue to the East Kimberley
region of Western Australia—the
tradition of boab nut engraving.

15 designs by senior and emerging
Waringarri artists have been cast
from the original engravings as fine
art sculptures in white aluminium.

Honouring the centenary theme,
each boab design is reproduced in
a limited edition of 100 sculptures
signed by the artist, numbered
and stamped with the Wesfarmers
Centenary seal.
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INZA

A COLLECTION
FOR THE FUTURE

Two complete sets of the
BOAB100 suite of 15 sculptures
have been gifted by Wesfarmers
in 2014 to the National Gallery

of Australia and the Art Gallery of
Western Australia. Two additional
sets are held in the Wesfarmers
Collection of Australian Art and
the Waringarri Aboriginal Arts
archive gallery.
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Translating a traditional art form
into the contemporary medium
of cast aluminium has enabled
Waringarri to trial a range of
new approaches to art form
development and audience reach
In partnership with specialist
art and architectural production
house Urban Art Projects,
operating in Brisbane and
Shanghai. This is opening new
doors for Waringarri artists in a
global market.
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Penny Archie

Born 31 December 1968
Jaru

Paradise

2013

Penny is an award winning
boab engraver, painter and
printmaker inspired by the

unigue Kimberley landscape.

Her engraving shows the
beauty of her beloved
Kimberley paradise.

Gloria Beebe

Born 1 January 1949
Jaru

Waterlilies

2013

Gloria is a selftaught artist who
has been carving boab nuts for

12 years. She prefers to work while
in the company of her family and
is currently teaching the younger
members how to carve. Her design
represents the waterlilies found in
billabongs and waterholes.

Margaret Beebe
Born 30 June 1976
Jaru

Many rivers

2013

Belonging to a family of
artists and boab engravers,
Margaret has a unique style
that interprets the patterns
of nature. This carving shows
all the rivers that run across
the Kimberley country and
join into the Ord River.
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Richard Bloomer

Born 30 June 1974

Gajirrabeng
Gooloorloordoog-top-notch pigeon
2013

Richard is studio worker

at Waringarri Arts and

a skilled boab engraver,
wood carver and
printmaker. Richard’s
carving represents his
grandmother who comes
to him as a pigeon.
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Patrick Bitting
Born 19 March 1968
Murrinh-Pattha
Saltwater totems
2013

As an accomplished wood
carver, Patrick makes
sculptural totems of his
ancestral dreaming. Patrick’s
carving reminds him of his
grandfather’s traditional
country.

Kelly-Anne Drill
Born 5 January 1988
Jaru

Purnululu

2013

Barbara Gallagher
Born 27 July 1980
Miriwoong
Waterholes

2013

A young emerging artist
inspired by her traditional
country at Purnululu,
Kelly-Anne is a painter,
printmaker and designer.
The artist represents a
design of the Purnululu -
Bungle Bungle range.

Working at Waringarri Aboriginal
Arts as an artist support worker,
Barbara is an emerging painter
and boab engraver inspired

by traditional cultural stories.
Barbara’s carving on this boab
represents waterholes in Mirima
National Park. “You can walk

in Mirima and find waterholes
between the hills”.
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Brian Leering

Born 9 February 1967
Gajirrabeng/Miriwoong
Miriwoong country
2013

Brian is the son of the late
leading artist Paddy Carlton
and is an exceptional boab
engraver and wood carver.
Miriwoong country shows an
image of “fish dreaming at
the Ord River” and reminds
the artist about his great
great grandfather and great
great grandmother.
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Kittey Malarvie
Born 1 July 1945
Jaru

Diving duck
2013

A senior Waringarri Artist
and cultural healer, Kittey
is an accomplished painter,

printmaker and boab engraver.

Kittey’s carving design shows
the diving duck, waiting and
watching the fish swimming
about in the waters until a fish
floats up to the top and the
duck catches the fish.

-

Sarah Mengil

Born 1 January 1954
Miriwoong

Bush tucker

2013

Sarah is a senior traditional
owner and an accomplished
boab engraver. Sarah’s design
depicts bush tucker. “We go
hunting and love to eat bush
tucker because it tastes good
and is also healthy”.

Gloria Mengil

Born 11 October 1967
Miriwoong

Crocodile & snake belong
to the water 2013

An emerging painter and
printmaker, Gloria is inspired by
her mother’s country and imagery
of bush foods and medicines.
Gloria’s carving represents the law
that crocodiles belong in the water
and have been around for a very
long time. The snake dreaming
represents the permission to visit
other people’s country.
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Bryan Murielle

Born 1 August 1961
Murrinh-Pattha
Kulerrkurrk and kuyagurr -
brolga and goanna 2013

Bryan is a painter, boab
engraver, artefact maker and
accomplished wood carver.
Bryan’s carving represents an
image of the Brolga singing at
sunrise and sunset while the
Goanna is running through
the country side.

1173_WESF - BOAB100 - brochure_V4.indd 18-19

|4

Quebec Namala
Born 1 January 1959
Gajirrabeng

Diving duck

2013

A senior cultural leader,
song-man and dancer,
Quebec is an accomplished
boab engraver and maker
of traditional artefacts.
Quebec’s carving represents

his mother - the diving duck.

This dreaming reminds the
artist that family is always
around him.

Glennis Galbatt Newry
Born 11 March 1968
Miriwoong

Goorrandalng and moonamang -

brolga and magpie goose 2013

Glennis is a linguist,
illustrator and boab engraver
working to promote
Miriwoong language and
culture. In this boab carving
the magpie goose and baby
are in the grass hidden from
the brolga who is looking in
the other direction.
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Ben Ward

Born 1 January 1950
Miriwoong

Bilbiljim country
2013

A community leader and
Chairperson of Waringarri
Aboriginal Arts, Ben is a
painter and carver. Bilbiljim
means “grasshopper
dreaming” and is the
Miriwoong word for Lake
Argyle. Aboriginal people rub
their sweat on the grass to
send the grasshoppers away.
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WARRINGARRI
ABORIGINAL ARTS

Established in the early 1980s as the
first wholly Indigenous-owned art centre
in the Kimberley region, Waringarri
Aboriginal Arts is situated in the heart

of Miriwoong country at Kununurra in -
Western Australia’s North West. As one of [
the longest continuously operating art e
centres in Australia, it proudly supports ,_1"21
more than 100 artists and employs local — ard
Aboriginal people as arts workers. o
Internationally acknowledged for their | '
ochre paintings and heritage-awarded

engraved boab nuts, Waringarri artists ~

draw inspiration from a rich tradition ~
that reinforces the importance of }\) ) \'
country and culture whilst exploring and ,4\&«_-‘6" '.

celebrating contemporary arts practice. i’ 8\ ’

Their intricately engraved boab nuts are
highly symbolic of this rich culture and -;i
the skill and imagination employed by )
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carvers is exceptional. Sourced from
the iconic Kimberley boab tree, the
boab pods or nuts which contain a
multitude of seeds were traditionally
used in corroboree performances

as percussion instruments (similar
to maracas). Artists engrave designs
onto the boab nut, inspired by animal
totems, images of country and the
patterns of nature, marking their
value as significant cultural artifacts.

This long tradition continues today
with contemporary artists producing

boab nuts as exquisite art objects in
their own right. In translating this skill
into a new art form and working with
new materials through BOAB100,
Waringarri artists have further
extended the creative principles of
this traditional art form.

Artists and arts workers alike have

embraced BOAB100 as they have

collectively learned new skills, shared

stories and proudly presented original

design options. R
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“Ngenjavinga dawangea
o YIS o
ngoondenintha
birrgamib-gerring

Ngoondengig
virremandayin ngenjaving
~ dawang Miriwoong

Yawwrroobtha virrb
avirroowindavin warrgeb-
- gerring woorngib-gerring,

~birrgamib-gerring”

It’s a good art centre - this p/acé. We respect and do good
things in this Miriwoong Country. We all come together ;
gihs fferel to dance and sing and make tin(;gs.-:rf : SR, #&J L

~ Waringarri artists ¥Rl Y R
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BOABT00 is an innovative creative
partnership with Wesfarmers and a project
that extends well beyond the artistic output
of the final 15 artists and their superb
limited-edition engraved sculptures.

The partnership project contributes to
Waringarri‘s objective to embrace a future
with wider audience reach, supporting

the development of new art forms and
nurturing emerging artists and creative
enterprise. BOAB100 significantly
contributes to enriching the creative future
for a whole community.

Waringarri Aboriginal Arts greatly
appreciates the opportunity to celebrate
with Wesfarmers in its centenary year and
congratulates Wesfarmers on its ongoing
and outstanding commitment to the arts.
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Urban Art Projects is an Australian
design studio and construction
workshop specialising in the design
and production of art sculptures and
site-specific public art for architectural
and landscape projects. Working with
Aboriginal art centres and artists in
remote regional Australia is also an
important focus and service. UAP
was established in Brisbane in 1993
and operates from both Brisbane and
Shanghai on creative collaborations
with artists and architects through
Australia, Asia, North America and
the Middle East.
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CARINC FOR
YOUR BOAB

This limited-edition fine art
sculpture is produced in white
aluminium. Light polishing every
three to four months with a lint-
free soft cloth will preserve the
lustre and finish.
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THANKYOU

Wesfarmers and Waringarri Arts would like to thank
BOAB100 project consultant Seva Frangos, Perth and Mary
Stuart of Urban Art Projects, Brisbane.

Photography by Angelita Bonetti and Linda Hannig.

© Wesfarmers and Warringarri Aboriginal Arts
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THE BOABTOO CENTENARY GIFT PROJECT
IS A CELEBRATION OF LIVING CULTURE
AND CREATIVE ENTERPRISE.

A®# Wesfarmers

100 years - Tousa s 1 slor ey

A WESFARMERS ARTS COMMISSION 2014
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